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ToxicgasleakatVishakapatnam:

FATALRESULTOFUNPREPAREDNESS

BEFORELOCKDOWNANDREOPENNING

Adisastroustoxicgasleakhasoccurredatbetween2.30a.m.and3a.m.from LGPolymers

chemical(aSouthKoreanMNC)plantinRRVenkatapuram village,Visakhapatnam,inAndhra

Pradeshtoday.

Ithasspreadoveraradiusofabout5km,directlyaffectingmorethanfivevillages.Eight

persons,includingasix-year-oldgirl,diedsofarandabout300arehospitalised.Over5000are

fearedtohavebecomesick.Prof.SudhakartheprincipaloftheAndhraMedicalCollege,who

confirmedthedeathtoll,hasaddedthatthedeathtollmightincrease.Over20villagesare

trappedinthelocationwheretheleakedouttoxicgashasspread.Itremindsthecatastrophic

BhopalGastragedyof1984,forwhichUnionCarbide,theUSbasedMNC,wasresponsible.

Thisperilousfatalityistheresultoflackofpreparednesswhilethelockdownwasimplemented.

ThecentralandStategovernmentsareresponsibleforsuchinadequatepreparedness.Similar

disastersarelikelyto occurifreopening afterthelock-down isdonewith outsufficient

precautions are taken in alloperations such as industrial,construction,powerand fuel,

transport,railways,metro,aviationsystemsetc.Bestofpreparednessistobetheretoavoid

suchmishaps.

Wedemandthat:

1)thechemicalplantbecloseddownandtakenovertostopanyrecurrenceofleakagebeyond

doubt;and,immediaterescueandevacuationoperationsbedoneonwarfootinginorderto

savemaximum livesinthewholeareawherethetoxicgashasspread;

2)Thebestofmedicalassistancebegiventotheaffectedpeoplefortheirspeedyrecovery;

3)Appropriatecompensationandreparationsbegiventothediseasedandthedisabled;

4)ComprehensiveJudicialinquirybeconductedaspartofthoroughinvestigationsregarding

thewholematterconnectedwiththisdisastroustoxicgasleak.
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